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ABSTRACT
◦ This research project is to give an insight into the relationship between 
Latinos in both careers and lifestyle. There are thousands of graduates 
each year into the medical field; yet the percentage of those of Latino 
descent is below average. This research paper will show the 
involvement of Latino communities within the medical field. The reasons 
why the percentage of those in the field is lower than that of any other 
ethnicity. Surveys of Latino culture would suggest that many feel that 
the Healthcare system doesn’t satisfy their needs and institution rates of 
Latino medical graduates is significantly lower. This is of big significance 
due to Latinos being 17% of the United States population and will 
continue to rise. Throughout the project the struggle Latino medical 
students will be noticed and the healthcare system that these 
communities are involved with will become apparent.
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Latinx students: graduation rates
◦ "688,000 physicians practicing medicine in 2012, more than 9% were from an 
underrepresented minority, including 5.2% who were Hispanic” (Johnson)
◦ “16,800 medical school students who graduated in 2012, 7.4% were Hispanic” 
(Johnson)
◦ Statistically students show that they lack drive to complete higher education
Latinx students: society struggles
◦Economic status
◦ Lack of knowledge or resources
◦ Schools
Health providers
◦ Latino communities lack of representation
◦ Reasons for lack of medical treatment
1. Language barriers






◦ “83 percent report obtaining at least some information 
about health and health care from television, radio, 
newspapers, magazines or the Internet in the past 
year.”
◦Majority gain health information through media rather 
than professionals
Number of undergraduate students enrolled in 
the United States from 1976 to 2016, by ethnicity 
(in 1,000)
"In 1980, there were 135 Latino physicians 
for every 100,000 Latinos in the U.S.; by 2010, 
that figure had dropped to just 105 per 
100,000. Meanwhile, the national rate of 
non-Hispanic white physicians increased 
from 211 for every 100,000 non-Hispanic 








◦ Johnson, Steven Ross. August 24, 2014. “Black and Hispanic doctors still underrepresented in the
◦ U.S.”. http://www.modernhealthcare.com/article/20150824/NEWS/150829945.
◦ Barbara Schneider, Sylvia Martinez, and Ann Owens. 2006. Barriers to 
Educational Opportunities for Hispanics in the United States
◦ https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK19909/
◦ Gretchen Livingston, Susan Minushkin, and D’vera Cohn. August 13, 2008. Hispanics and Health care in the 
United States. http://www.pewhispanic.org/2008/08/13/hispanics-and-health-care-in-the-united-states-access-
information-and-knowledge/
◦ December 2017. Number of undergraduate students enrolled in the United States from 1976 to 2016, by
ethnicity (in 1,000). https://www.statista.com/statistics/236489/undergraduate-enrollment-by-ethnicity-in-the-us/
◦ Rivero, Enrique. February 10, 2015.Rate of Latino physicians shrinks, even as Latino population 
swells. http://newsroom.ucla.edu/releases/rate-of-latino-physicians-shrinks-even-as-latino-population-swells
QUESTIONS
